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and transport it across the Atlantic 
Ocean, down the St. Lawrence Seaway 
and up to Canada so it could be con-
verted into power generation. In spite 
of all that, nobody seems to think that 
any of that could have gotten across 
the border or any weapons of mass de-
struction, such as gas, could have got-
ten across the border into Syria, even 
though we all agree that Assad used 
gas against his own people. 

We would like to put an end to that. 
But once the President showed his 
hand on that and the British lost the 
vote on the floor—I believe it was in 
the House of Commons—the President 
came to Congress and said, well, now I 
want to strike Syria, and why don’t 
you give me the authority to do that? 
That was an implied directive, Mr. 
Speaker, not a direct one, not a formal 
one. It was clear that neither the 
House nor the Senate had an appetite 
to go into military action in Syria. 

So we fell back on Putin and the Rus-
sians to be the negotiators with the 
weapons of mass destruction in Syria. 
We saw the promise that the gas was 
going to be accumulated, picked up and 
transported out of Syria by the end of 
the year. That was the end of last year, 
not the end of this year, Mr. Speaker. 
So now it is going to take perhaps an-
other 6 months and another and an-
other and another. 

It is a static position in the world 
now where Syria has digressed down to 
the point where it is hard to find a 
friend in Syria. The President said here 
in this very Chamber at his State of 
the Union address last week that we 
are going to oppose the regime and we 
are going to support our friends in 
Syria. It is hard to find friends in 
Syria. This conflict may have gotten to 
the point where there is nobody. Nei-
ther side is a side that is either going 
to support us or one that we should 
support. My message is that Syria has 
devolved downward into a very dif-
ficult, static, and ugly situation with a 
lot of blood and death that threaten to 
spill over. 

Of course, we have the nuclear threat 
that has slowed down but not nec-
essarily been suspended in Iran. In the 
rest of our foreign relations around 
that part of the world, we are 21⁄2 years 
or more into the Arab Spring, and in 
almost every one of those changes— 
some regime changes, some civil war, 
and some that reached a static im-
passe—the result of that hasn’t been 
favorable to U.S. interests, and you can 
go country after country, the conflicts 
around. 

So several Members and I took a trip 
over into that part of the world right 
before Christmas to assess the situa-
tion. We need to do that because as-
sessing the situation from here, it 
turns out that there is a lot of informa-
tion that is not very reliable that 
comes out of the White House and the 
State Department with regard to that 
part of the world. So we traveled into 
Egypt, into Lebanon, into Libya, and 
into Israel, among other places. We 

met with their top leaders in most all 
of those countries and on down the 
line. Of course, we met with our State 
Department and got the in-country 
briefing. 

It works out that the short version is 
that Lebanon is a mess. I think it is in-
tractable, and I don’t know how you re-
solve it. In Libya, the civil war didn’t 
resolve it. The radical militant 
Islamists still control Benghazi, and it 
is not safe enough to go there for their 
government, let alone for representa-
tives of our government. So Libya is at 
an impasse. They would like to be able 
to put together a functioning govern-
ment in Libya, and I am impressed 
with some of the people that are in 
leadership there. But if they can’t con-
trol Benghazi, Benghazi militants can 
come in and threaten Tripoli, for ex-
ample, and have. 

Egypt, though, Mr. Speaker, has 
turned, I think, in a very good and 
positive direction in that they rose up 
and threw Morsi out. Morsi—the face 
and the voice of the Muslim Brother-
hood in the country of the origin of the 
Muslim Brotherhood—was rejected by 
the Egyptian people, and 30 to 33 mil-
lion of 80 million Egyptians went to 
the streets mid last summer to demand 
that Morsi and the Muslim Brother-
hood be taken down and out of the gov-
ernment. It was a popular uprising. 
And with the pleadings of the popular 
uprising, then you saw the Egyptian 
military take charge. We have met 
with them, myself eye to eye at least 
twice and at different levels within the 
government and two different trips 
over there. 

They have written a constitution, 
one that protects even Christian reli-
gious interests there and commits re-
sources to rebuilding our burned 
churches in a place like Egypt. They 
have ratified a constitution in that 
election the 14th and 15th of January. 
Now you have elections set up for a 
parliament, and behind that, a Presi-
dential election. I expect we will see a 
legitimate civilian government in 
Egypt sometime in less than a half a 
year. At that point, the voice of the 
Egyptian people at least is structured 
to be heard through the government, a 
relatively new experience for the Egyp-
tians. 

So there is a lot that has been turn-
ing in the world, Mr. Speaker. I men-
tioned the threat to Israel, that we 
need to stand more closely with them, 
shoulder to shoulder, and make an even 
stronger commitment to support them. 
They are going to have to face up to 
and they are going to have to decide if 
they have to take action against an ex-
istential threat, which is a nuclear-ca-
pable Iran. 

We need to decide whom we are going 
to be friends with. It is not the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Egypt. Even though it 
looks like this administration has 
lined up with the Muslim Brotherhood, 
it is not the Muslim Brotherhood. The 
American people don’t support the 
Muslim Brotherhood, and they don’t 

support the militant wings and arms 
that are components of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and those affiliates of 
those militant wings and arms that 
might say they are not but operate in 
concert, especially in places like Syria. 

We need to understand that this 
world is lined up to some degree 
against us. We have had friends in that 
part of the world that go back deep and 
long. Egypt is one of those countries. It 
was 1954 when President Eisenhower 
made it clear that he was going to 
stand with the Egyptian people. We 
have had them as allies, and we have 
worked military operations in the 
Sinai for a long time. We need to re-
store those relationships with the 
Egyptian people and I think the soon- 
to-be-legitimized civilian government 
of Egypt. We need to let people know, 
like the United Arab Emirates, that we 
are going to stand with them as they 
are going to stand with us. We want to 
stand with the moderate interests in 
the Middle East that want to engage in 
petroleum production, diplomacy, and 
the growth of their own economies. 

We have had a good strong interest in 
the Middle Eastern part of the world, 
and it has been fractured time after 
time after time by the results of rad-
ical Islamists and Muslim Brotherhood 
coming into these countries through-
out this long, long period of the Arab 
Spring, summer and fall times 2.5. 

Mr. Speaker, this Nation is looked to 
by the rest of the world to lead. That 
means we need to have a strong State 
Department, a strong foreign policy, 
and a clear and coherent moral mes-
sage. It has got to be that we stand 
with our friends. We should understand 
that just because there is an election 
in a country, that doesn’t mean that 
democracy is going to be manifested or 
it is going to be the solution. 

Mr. Speaker, we need a stronger for-
eign policy, we need more Members of 
this Congress taking an interest, and 
we need a President that gets it right. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2954, PUBLIC ACCESS AND 
LANDS IMPROVEMENT ACT, AND 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 3964, SACRAMENTO-SAN 
JOAQUIN VALLEY EMERGENCY 
WATER DELIVERY ACT 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah (during the Spe-
cial Order of Mr. KING of Iowa), from 
the Committee on Rules, submitted a 
privileged report (Rept. No. 113–340) on 
the resolution (H. Res. 472) providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 2954) 
to authorize Escambia County, Florida, 
to convey certain property that was 
formerly part of Santa Rosa Island Na-
tional Monument and that was con-
veyed to Escambia County subject to 
restrictions on use and reconveyance, 
and providing for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 3964) to address certain 
water-related concerns in the Sac-
ramento-San Joaquin Valley, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
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the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico (at the request of Ms. PELOSI) 
for today. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled a bill 
of the House of the following title, 
which was thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 2642. An act to provide for the reform 
and continuation of agricultural and other 
programs of the Department of Agriculture 
through fiscal year 2018, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 25 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, February 5, 2014, at 10 a.m. 
for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

4649. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting 
a letter regarding a report on the number 
and characteristics of members of the Armed 
Forces serving on Active Duty who were di-
agnosed with breast cancer; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

4650. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s report on the amount of pur-
chases from foreign entities in Fiscal Year 
2013; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

4651. A letter from the Chief Counsel, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Final 
Flood Elevation Determinations, Elko Coun-
ty, NV, [Docket ID: FEMA-2013-0002] received 
January 23, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

4652. A letter from the General Counsel, 
Federal Housing Finance Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — Golden Para-
chute Payments (RIN: 2590-AA08) received 
January 27, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

4653. A letter from the General Counsel, 
Federal Housing Finance Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — Executive 
Compensation (RIN: 2590-AA12) received Jan-
uary 27, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

4654. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
a notice of a proposed lease with the Govern-
ment of Sweden (Transmittal No. 03-14) pur-
suant to Section 62(a) of the Arms Export 
Control Act; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

4655. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting a report prepared by the 
Department of State concerning inter-
national agreements other than treaties en-
tered into by the United States to be trans-
mitted to the Congress within the sixty-day 
period specified in the Case-Zablocki Act; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

4656. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re-
quired by section 401(c) of the National 
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and sec-
tion 204(c) of the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), a 
six-month periodic report on the national 
emergency with respect to the former Libe-
rian regime of Charles Taylor that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13348 of July 22, 
2004; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

4657. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Human Resources, Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, transmitting three reports pur-
suant to the Federal Vacancies Reform Act 
of 1998; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

4658. A letter from the Chief Financial Offi-
cer, National Labor Relations Board, trans-
mitting the Board’s Performance and Ac-
countability Report for Fiscal Year 2013; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

4659. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Government Ethics, transmitting a letter re-
porting that the Office of Government Ethics 
did not conduct or initiate any competitions 
in FY 2013; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

4660. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Personnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s semiannual report from the office of 
the Inspector General and the Management 
Response for the period April 1, 2013, through 
September 30, 2013; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

4661. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the Annual Report of 
the Office of Privacy and Civil Liberties for 
the period between January 1, 2012 through 
September 30, 2013; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

4662. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Rev-
ocation of Class E Airspace; Danville, IL 
[Docket No.: FAA-2013-0657; Airspace Docket 
No. 13-AGL-24] received January 23, 2014, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

4663. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Estab-
lishment of Class E Airspace; Sisseton, SD 
[Docket No.: FAA-2013-0641; Airspace Docket 
No. 13-AGL-7] received January 23, 2014, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

4664. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — 
Standard Instrument Approach Procedures, 
and Takeoff Minimums and Obstacle Depar-
ture Procedures; Miscellaneous Amendments 
[Docket No.: 30933; Amdt. No. 3568] received 
January 23, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

4665. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Rolls-Royce Corpora-
tion Turbofan Engines [Docket No.: FAA- 
2009-0811; Directorate Identifier 2008-NE-41- 
AD; Amendment 39-17715; AD 2013-26-06] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received January 23, 2014, pursu-

ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

4666. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Rolls-Royce plc Tur-
bofan Engines [Docket No.: FAA-2013-1004; 
Directorate Identifier 2013-NE-34-AD; 
Amendment 39-17719; AD 2013-26-10] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received January 23, 2014, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

4667. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — 
Amendment of Class E Airspace; Chariton, 
IA [Docket No.: FAA-2013-0255; Airspace 
Docket No. 13-ACE-4] received January 23, 
2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

4668. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — 
Amendment of Class E Airspace; Gainesville, 
TX [Docket No.: FAA-2013-0586; Airspace 
Docket No. 13-ASW-11] received January 23, 
2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

4669. A letter from the Inspector General, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting a report entitled ‘‘Review of 
Medicare Contractor Information Security 
Program Evaluations for Fiscal Year 2011’’; 
jointly to the Committees on Energy and 
Commerce and Ways and Means. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 

committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah: Committee on Rules. 
House Resolution 472. Resolution providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 2954) to au-
thorize Escambia County, Florida, to convey 
certain property that was formerly part of 
Santa Rosa Island National Monument and 
that was conveyed to Escambia County sub-
ject to restrictions on use and reconveyance, 
and providing for consideration of the bill 
(H.R. 3964) to address certain water-related 
concerns in the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Valley, and for other purposes (Rept. 113– 
340). Referred to the House Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. THOMPSON of California (for 
himself, Ms. ESHOO, Ms. MATSUI, Ms. 
SPEIER, Mr. HONDA, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. 
FARR, Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. 
LOWENTHAL, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Ms. ESTY, Mr. ISRAEL, Mrs. 
LOWEY, Mr. NADLER, Ms. CLARKE of 
New York, Mr. BISHOP of New York, 
Mrs. NEGRETE MCLEOD, and Mr. 
PETERS of California): 

H.R. 3986. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to adjust the phaseout of 
the health insurance tax credit for geo-
graphic variations in the cost-of-living; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. FARENTHOLD (for himself, 
Mr. JONES, and Mr. SESSIONS): 

H.R. 3987. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude from gross in-
come any prizes or awards won in competi-
tion in the Olympic Games; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 
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